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Lil’ Man Saves Christmas 
 

 
The Ensemble Theatre  Grades: 4-8 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE: 
When it becomes clear that his mom and sister won’t get their Christmas wish, Lil’ Man enlists the help of Santa’s 
wild elves to make sure the holidays are once again merry and bright. A play with music, silly elves, and a lot of heart, 
Lil’ Man Saves Christmas reminds us that achieving your dreams takes community and courage and sometimes a 
little magic from old St. Nick! 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 
 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 Reporting Category 2: 11, 12 
 
Grade 8  Reporting Category 2: 10, 11 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development;  
  and effective use of language and conventions. 
 

 
 
 
 

Academic Vocabulary: 
Santa Claus * an imaginary figure said to bring presents for children on Christmas. He is 

conventionally pictured as a jolly old man from the far north, with a long white beard 
and red garments trimmed with white fur.  

St. Nicholas, St. 
Nick, Father 
Christmas, Kris 
Kringle 

*other names for Santa Claus 

 
 

Theater Social 
Studies 
 

Lang. 
Arts 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate appropriate concert etiquette during live 
performances. 
*Practice solving interpersonal problems 
* Write literary texts, stories and poems that express their ideas and 
feelings about real or imagined people, events, and ideas. 
 

4 4.2, 4.4, 4.5 4.17, 4.21 4.12 

5 5.2, 5.4, 5.5 5.21, 5.26 5.12 

MS 

 

1.2, 1.4, 1.5 6.16, 6.22 6.11 
2.2, 2.4, 2.5 7.18, 7.23 7.11 
3.2, 3.4, 3.5 8.31 8.11 
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elf *a supernatural creature of folk tales, typically represented as a small, elusive figure in 
human form with pointed ears, magical powers, and a capricious nature; Santa’s helper. 

Christmas tree * a decorated tree, usually an evergreen conifer, such as a fir, spruce, or pine, or an 
artificial tree of similar appearance, associated with the celebration of Christmas, 
originating in Germany associated with Saint Boniface 

mistletoe * a leathery-leaved parasitic plant which grows on apple, oak, and other broadleaf trees 
and bears white glutinous berries in winter. It is supposed to possess mystical powers 
which bring good luck to the household and wards off evil spirits 

gingerbread * cake made with molasses and flavored with ginger; typically cut into human-shaped 
pieces called gingerbread men or built into house-shaped cakes called gingerbread 
houses. 

reindeer * a deer of the tundra and subarctic regions of Eurasia and North America. Eight flying 
reindeer are said to pull Santa’s sleigh. 
 

sleigh * a sled drawn by horses or reindeer, especially one used for passengers. 
 

eggnog *a drink made from a mixture of beaten eggs, cream, and flavorings; often drunk at 
Christmas time. 

carols *a religious folk song or popular hymn, particularly one associated with Christmas 
 

    
  
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
Before the performance: 

• Create a “K-W-L” Chart and complete the first two columns:   
 

K W L 
What do you already Know 
about Christmas? 

What do you Want to learn 
about Christmas? 

What have you Learned about 
Christmas? 

   
 
 
After the performance: 

• Use information from the performance to create a song, dance, drama, or piece of artwork 
about Christmas. 

• Fill in the last column of the “K-W-L” Chart. 
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Language Arts:  
 

• Create a story, poem, drama, Christmas card, or other written piece about Christmas. 
• Read other stories related to Christmas, such as “The Gift of the Magi,” by O’Henry, the opera 

“Amahl and the Night Visitors” by Gian Carlo Menotti, A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens, 
or “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” by Dr. Seuss.  

• Use the letters in “Christmas” to create smaller words. Write each letter on a card and 
underline. Write the vowels in red. Put in a zip bag and give to partners or small groups to 
create words from clues given by the teacher. Write each word found on a card. Arrange and 
re-arrange cards to show different classifications, such as plurals, nouns, two-syllable words, 
etc.  

c h r i s t m a s  
 

Examples of words: car, cat, cart, mart, ham, star, mash, smart, crash, hair, chair, etc. 
 
 

 
 
 

Mathematics: 
 

• Make up a story problem about Christmas. 
• Double or triple a Christmas recipe.  

 
 
 
 

Social Studies: 
 

• Research other traditions about Christmas such as Navidad, Natal, Noel, etc.  
• Research celebrations in other countries. 
• Research how different cultures and countries celebrate the winter holidays, such as 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Pancha Ganacati, Soyal, etc. 
• Create “pop-up” cards  to express positive messages during the winter. Exchange with one 

another or give to a family member. Examples: 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=pop+up+cards&view=detail&mid=9E3E48653CD6B15B24AF9E3E48653C
D6B15B24AF&FORM=VIRE 
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Science:  
 

• Research science activities related to Christmas. https://www.science-sparks.com/christmas-
science/ 

• Find out why reindeer cannot fly. Then research what makes airplanes (and other things) fly, 
perhaps by making models of paper airplanes. 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+make+paper+airplanes&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3f
q%3dhow%2bto%2bmake%2bpaper%2bairplanes%26qpvt%3dhow%2bto%2bmake%2bpaper%2bairpla
nes%26FORM%3dVDRE&qpvt=how+to+make+paper+airplanes&view=detail&mid=DBED91FDEC49D20
FAB79DBED91FDEC49D20FAB79&&FORM=VDRVRV 

• Try making paper helicopters. How do they fly differently from airplanes? 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=how+to+make+a+paper+helicopter&&view=detail&mid=5BC
DCDE6B2063105CE265BCDCDE6B2063105CE26&rvsmid=EC574CFFB0D332649619EC574CFFB0D33264
9619&FORM=VDRVRV 
  

 
 

 
 
 

Resources: 
Related Websites:  
 
Winter holiday lessons: https://www.techlearning.com/news/best-free-winter-holiday-lessons-and-activities 
 
The Night Before Christmas in Texas: https://genius.com/Gene-autry-the-night-before-christmas-in-texas-that-
is-lyrics  
 
Christmas activities: https://creativeclassroomcore.com/christmas-activities-for-middle-school-students/ 
 
https://scienceandliteracy.org/middle-school-christmas-activities/ 
 
Hanukkah activities: https://www.signupgenius.com/church/hanukkah-games-activities.cfm 
 
Kwanzaa activities: https://www.teachervision.com/holidays/kwanzaa  
 
 
 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
The Ensemble Theatre was founded in 1976 by the late George Hawkins to preserve African American 
artistic expression and enlighten, entertain and enrich a diverse community. It is the oldest and largest 
professional African American theatre in the Southwest and holds the distinction of being one of the 
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nation's largest African American theatres that owns and operates its facility with an in-house 
production team. The programs and operations of The Ensemble Theatre benefit a multicultural 
audience that is diverse in age, income, ethnicity, and culture, and, through its varied programs, reaches 
over 60,000 people annually. 
 
 


